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winter of 1795 ; it was then blown back or dispersed by
contrary gales no less than three times, and finally not more
than 5000 were concentrated  at Barbados in March  1796.
There Abercromby split up his forces, one column being sent
to effect the recovery of Grenada—which was done without
mishap—while he himself, with the main body, disembarked
on the shore of St. Lucia, and, after a severe and prolonged
struggle, compelled the rebels to lay down their arms.    Sailing
thence southwards he next restored order in St. Vincent, but
his losses had been so great and the behaviour of the troops so
uneven that he felt himself in no position even to attempt to
expel the French from their main stronghold of Guadeloupe.
Accordingly, the British remained in occupation of their gains,
and day by day their graves grew more numerous ; by the end
of the year they had already lost more than 56 per cent of their
strength from yellow fever and other diseases.   None the less,
operations were renewed early in 1797.   With the few rein-
forcements brought by him from home, Abercromby managed
to effect the capture of Trinidad, but failed in an attempt on
Porto Rico ; thereafter he received  orders to refrain from
further offensive operations and commence the raising of black
troops to replace the whites in the West Indian garrisons.
This, apart from the seizure of the Dutch West Indian posses-
sions which was effected peacefully in 1799 and 1800, marked
the end of active operations in the windward spheres.
At the same time the Government at last made up its mind
to refrain from further effort and expenditure in San Domingo,
but Simcoe, the new commander, was bent on making one more
attempt to reduce the island.   This proved in the main un-
successful, and the Government thereupon resolved to with-
draw all its troops save the garrisons of two points on the coast.
At this juncture the negro leader, Toussaint, assumed a general
offensive, and when Maitland arrived to take control he found
the situation rapidly  becoming impossible.   He thereupon
decided, without any authority from home and entirely on his
own initiative, to come to terms with Toussaint, and maintained
his purpose, despite the knowledge that in so acting he was
going directly contrary to the views of the Government, his
superiors and all the white population of the West Indies.
Accordingly, in October 1798, San Domingo was finally evacu-
ated, and the West Indian campaign, which for close on five
years had drained Uke a horse-leech the best life-blood of the
British army, came to an end.   For the islands of Tobago, St.
Lucia and Martinique England had paid, it is computed, a toll
of 50,000 dead and 50,000 incapacitated for life ; while there
must also be set in the balance her enormous financial expendi-

